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MAT. XXV. 40. 


In as much as ye have done it to the 
lea of theſe, my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. 


$TAND here your humble peti- 
I 8 tioner, in favour of a very uſeful 
KK 


and important charity ; and I will 
not deſpair of ſucceſs, when I have ſo many 
agreeable objects to recommend my requeſt *. 
With them I would have left their own 
cauſe, as ſufficient to plead it, and directed 
you to other conſiderations, without at- 
tempting to awaken in you new ſentiments 
of compaſſion. But the invaluable bleſſings 
of religious knowledge, + the laſting influ- 
ence of a virtuous education, and the beſt 
methods of conducting it; the beauty and 
happineſs of early piety, and every other 
5 * ſub- 
Above 200 children are educated, + Mr, Kippis, 
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ſubject remotely connected with this deſign, 


have been ſo well executed by my predeceſ- 


ſors, that I am confined within a beaten path, 
and have nothing to add but a few reflec- 
tions upon charity in general, and that ſpe- 
cies of it now under conſideration. Vet, 
whom ſhall I ſolicit? The patrons and con- 


ductors of this inſtitution ? — Your genero- 


ſity has prevented any ſuch applications as 
theſe, I have only to thank you in the 
name of God, and theſe children, for your 
paſt favours ; to implore their continuance ; 
and to refer you, for your recompence, to 
the reſurrection of the juſt, But you, who 
contribute only occaſionally to the neceſſities 
of the poor, who are cold to charity from the 
frequent proſtitution of it, yet want neither 
affluence of fortune, nor liberality of heart; 


you whom chance, or cuſtom, or curioſity, 


has led within theſe doors, I beſeech you to 
attend to a few artleſs repreſentations, and 
conſider how intimately your preſent bounty, 


and your future acceptance, are connected. 


With reſpect to the excellence of charity in 
general, how beautifully is it deſcribed and 
celebrated by the elcquent Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles : * Though I could ſpeak with the 

=: tongue 
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* tongue of men and angels, and have not 
« charity, Jam become as a ſounding braſs, 
« anda tinkling cymbal. Charity never faileth, 
ce but whether there be propheſies they ſhall 
te fail, whether there be tongues: they ſhall 
<« ceaſe, whether there be knowledge it ſhall 
ce yaniſh away.” — It ſtamps upon man the 
neareſt likeneſs to the God of all perfection, 
to reſemble whom is his * glory and 
happineſs-. 

It flows from the conſtitution of human 
uature, and the exerciſe of it is the beſt ſe- 
curity for the order and happineſs of ſociety, 
which the rigorous ſpirit of juſtice would 
deſtroy, It has the beſt tendency to form and 
prepare the mind, by benevolent habits: for 
the pleaſure of immortality. It draws-down 
the bleſſing of God upon our temporal con- 
cerns, and teaches us the beſt uſe of the 
mercies of Providence, not by waſting or 
idolizing them, but by Lending them to the 
« Lord,” upon the immutable ſecurity of 
reaſon and revelation. Finally, it lays a 
good foundation againſt the. time to come, 
and promiſes us the notice of Jeſus at the 
laſt day, when he will eſteem whatever has 
been done to the meaneſt of his followers as 

| done 


[© 
done unto him. — Amidſt ſuch a concourſe 
of teſtimonies and n. 1 ſhall we 


fix our attention. 
1. The world is conſtituted ſo as to re- 
quire the mutual intercourſes of charity for 


its ſubſiſtence, and the ſtations and charac- 


ters of human life are admirably diverſified 


to promote and encourage it. 

The poor make a large part of mankind, 
and are a very numerous family not likely 
to become extinct. But that they may not 
be deſpiſed, God has made them ne- 
ceflary to the community, by afligning to 


ar thoſe laborious, but uſeful offices, which 


a ſource of unſpeakable CI to 


4 reſt. 
Even in this land of liberty wha uni- 


verſal plenty may be moſt juſtly expected 


where there are ſuch ſtrong motives to in- 
duſtry, and ſo many opportunities of ac- 
quiring an honeſt maintenance, the numbers 
of poor are a reflection upon our pride, and 
mock the magnificence of our riches. 

Now at firft view it looks like a cenfues 
upon Providence, to think there ſhould be 
ſuch ſtrange inequality in the fortunes and 


conditions of menkite. To think — that 
while 


EF 1 

while the lot of ſome is caſt in pleaſant pla- 
ces, others are plunged into the depths of 
miſery : while ſome are attiring themſelves 
with the richeſt ornaments, others are ſhi- 
vering with nakedneſs and cold > while ſome 
are regaling themſelves with the. banquet of 
a bountiful table, others are eating their ſcan- 
ty bread in bitterneſs of ſpirit. 
But this diſtribution of things which ſtar- 

tles the ſceptick, ſeems to the wiſe man juſt 
and good. This miſcellany of life apparent- 
ly ſo deſtitute of proportion and deſign is the 
effect of conſummate ſkill and contrivance: 
for it anſwers beſt to the idea of a ſtate of 
probation, which ought to be fitted to im- 
prove man in religion and virtue, and more 
particularly in benevolence and charity, as 
moſt eſſential to the perfection of his nature. 
Was this life a ſtate of full retribution: were 
mens circumſtances the teſt of their charac- 
ters: if our happineſs abſolutely depended 
upon the good things. we poſſeſs : if the ho- 
nours of a future life were diſpenſed with the 
fame partiality as the preſent : then I would 
not attempt to vindicate the ways of God to 

men. I would ſubmit in filence to thoſe 
1 — which I could not underſtand, and 
dare 
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dare not condemn. But ſince riches are not 


the reward of virtue, nor poverty the puniſh- 


ment of fin, ſince the temper of the heart 
determines our happineſs and our deſert : 
fince the gates of immortality yield admit- 
tance to all, without reſpect of perſons, we 
may juſtify the goodneſs of heaven, and con- 
clude, that the difference of rank and ſtation 
was only intended to make us dependant on 
each other, to unite us together from a ſenſe 
of mutual convenience, to inſpire confidence, 
love, pity, and all the ſocial diſpoſitions of 
companions. embarked in the fame cauſe, 
and endeared by one common intereſt. The 
rich are moved with compaſſion while they 
are relieving diſtreſs, and the poor are melted 
into gratitude, while they are ſupplied with 
good. This is the means of diffuſing a 


more generous ſpirit through all relations than 


could poſſibly prevail, if they were indepen- 
dant of each other ; nay, it is far better than 
if they were all upon a level, for it gives 
birth to the. exercife of thoſe god-like ſen- 
timents, which otherwiſe, would never have 
exiſted among us, 

Thus has God united the children of men 
make cloſeſt ties as one family and fraterni- 


ty, 


it» + 


ty, and nothing could be more excellently 
deviſed to promote friendſhip and reſpeck, 
gratitude and benevolence, and all the vir- 
tues of rational creatures. In fine, this ſcene 
of viciſſitude and variety, this mixture of 
good and evil, fulneſs and want, wealth and 
poverty, reminds us of the climate of our 
country, which though never long conſtant 
and ſerene, gives a thouſand advantages to 
its inhabitants, and is happily ſituated be- 
twixt the extreams of deadly heat, and into- 
lerable cold, Here let us adore the diſpoſi- 
tions of infinite wiſdom, who has made the 
ſame world the theatre of his judgments and 
his mercies, the ſame events, inſtruments to 
puniſh, and improve us; who has cauſed |, 
our very differences to attract us more ſtrong- 
ly to each other, and ordered the inequali- 
ties of this life, to conduce to the perfection 
of a better. 

The ſecond recommendation of charity is, 
that it brings us the neareſt to the ſublime 
character of the God of all perfection, a mo- 
tive which wants nothing to endear it to eve- 

ry reaſonable creature, for when can we be 
ſo happy, or ſo exalted in our own eſtimation, 

as when we approach as far as human infir= 
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C 41 
mity will permit to any degree of reſem- 
blance to the parent of mercy and truth. 

This is the grand ſtandard of excellence 
and purity to thoſe who are formed in the 
divine image, and to which we ought to be 
daily aſpiring. 

What is the idea by which the Almighty 
is pleaſed to repreſent himſelf to his crea» 
tures? Not in the robes of vengeance, not 
in the colours of a tyrant, not in the pomp 
of majeſty, nor the awfulneſs of juſtice, but 
in the benignity of compaſſion; he delights 
in the appellation of the God of love, he 


maintains the amiable and honourable cha- 


rater of the guardian, the benefactor, the 
friend of man, the only character which can 


produce fincere generous faith, and lay the 


foundation of acceptable obedience. Would 
you then imitate him, let your chearful coun- 
tenance ſhine like his ſun, let your charita- 


ble bleſſings hike his ſhowers deſcend upon 


the orphan and the poor, and to animate us 


to ſuch an imitation, I would aſk what 


qualities are there beſide in which we can 
boaſt of any fimilarity to his correſpondent 
perfections? What is our power to omnipo- 


tence ? — Infirmity and frailty, What is 
our 


t . 
our knowledge to infinite wiſdom ? — Igno- 
rance and darkneſs. What is our ſpace and 
duration to his omnipreſence and eternity? 
— ſpan, a moment. No, it is here only he 
gives us leave to make advances towards his 
bleſſed nature, and while he has confined all 
his other attributes to himſelf as his incom- 
municable priveledges, he has permitted us 
to enjoy the inexpreſſible pleaſure of copying 
his benevolence, and to encourage us to do 
ſo, he has given us a greater abundance than 
our own wants require, and has ſupplied us 
with an overflowing ſtore to diſpence by his 
commiſſion and authority to our fellow crea- 
tures in diſtreſs. 

Conſider well and employ faithfully this 
diſtinguiſhed priviledge, ye who have every 
thing richly to enjoy. Remember that to 
you he conſigns the important charge of di- 
ſtributing his bounties, vindicating his pro- 
vidence, and clearing his conduct from the 
ſuſpicion of partiality: he has appointed you 
guardians not to waſte his favours, but to 
ſpread them all abroad. The honour, the 
character of the great Lord of all things is 
in your hands, and on your fidelity it de- 
_ whether the ſons and daughters of 

B 2 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs ſhall bleſs or reproach the author of 
their being. When they petition his throne = 
for their daily bread, ſhall he reverſe the e- 
ſtabliſhed laws of nature to ſupply them? 
No, he has given a portion ſufficiently for 


all, if it be juſtly divided; he refers them to 
you; and if you ſhut your ears againſt their 


cry, he will reſent the broken truſt with 
dreadful ſeverity. © Vengeance is mine, I 
* will recompence the wrongs of my chil- 
« dren,” ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 

The third argument in behalf of charity is, 


that it promotes and confirms habits of bene- 


volence and love, thoſe inexhauſtible ſources 
of genuine ſatisfaction and endleſs pleaſure. 
By relieving the neceſſities of the indigent, 
we ſhall conſider ourſelves as having ſome 
relation to them ; by pitying them we ſhall 
cultivate reſpect and humanity, and ſo con- 
quer that pride which was never made for 
man; by readily parting with our ſubſtance, 
we ſhall be ſecure againſt that mean and ſor- 
did vice of loving wealth for its own ſake, 


And after all, this is the ſole advantage 


which affluence can boaſt, notwithſtanding 
the many beauties and pleaſures we connect 
with it in our deluded imaginations. Con- 

ſider 


t 

fider the rich man ſeparate from this privi- 
ledge, and where is his glory ? Is it deſire- 
able to be encircled by every alluring object 
that may pall the appetite, enflame ambition, 
and hurry them by indulgences to an un- 
timely end? Is it any benefit to be incapable 
of exerciſing the common powers of nature, 
to be exempted from any fatigue and diſtreſs, 
to {lumber in indolence, to entertain no 
cares, to endure no labour, to taſte none of 
the luxury of repoſe. — Painful and inſipid 
pre- eminence! — No: was it not for chari- 
ty, you would be of all men'the'moſt miſe- 
rable. Inſtead of envying we ſhould pity 
your greatneſs, and far from regretting your 
honours, we ſhould lament your condition 
in receiving nothing but hypocritical wor- 
ſhip, hearing no truth, and enjoying no 
friend. Life is too valuable a bleſſing, to 
ſacrifice to idle ſtate and noiſe, too ſerious 
to be dreamed away in vanity and folly, or 
murthered betwixt the midnight revel, 
and the noon-day ſlumber. Exclude you 
from the god-like office of ſpreading hap- 
pineſs round you, and we ſhould rejoice 
in our humbler lot, eat our bread with con- 
tentment, and bleſs God for delivering us 

from 
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from your anxiety and temptations, — But 
by the means of your fortune, you can ac- 
compliſh thoſe happy ends which we can 
only wiſh for, you can add to the felicity of 
the world, engage the prayers and gratitude 
of the fatherleſs, wipe away the tears of the 
diſconſolate parent, and ſooth the innume- 
rable misfortunes of human life. Thus you 
may become the benefactors of ſociety upon 
earth, and ſhine like the ſtars of the firma- 


ment in heaven. 
But the moſt intereſting motive to charity 


5 which I have reſerved for the laſt, is con- 
tained in my text, © Inaſmuch as ye have 


« done it unto the leaſt of theſe, my bre- 
« thren, ye have done it unto me.” 

We cannot entertain a nobler idea of the 
excellence and dignity of our holy religion, 
than when we ſee it enforcing by its own di- 
vine ſanction, the eternal laws of humanity, 


and joining the duties of piety and mercy in 


everlaſting Friendſbip. Be not forgetful, ſays 
the apoſtle, to be hoſpitable to ſtrangers, for 
by ſo doing, ſome have entertained angels 
unawares, But it ſeems from theſe words, 
that befriending the poor and needy, is tak- 


ing into our protection, and embracing in 
| our 


(75 J 

our arms the Son of God, Done unto 
ce thee!” — Immortal Redeemer ! When 
did we ſee thee naked and clothed thee, ſick 
and viſited thee, deſtitute and took thee in? 
For what have we deſerved ſuch acknow- 
ledgments as theſe? What an uncommon 
and ſtriking motive to charity is this? Did 
you imagine you had for ever parted with 
your ſubſtance, that being beſtowed upon 
ſuch helpleſs objects, it was abſolutely loſt 
without the leaſt poſſibility of recompence? 
Was your generoſity free from the moſt di- 
ſtant views of future intereſt ? Happy diſap- 
pointment ! Caſt your eyes to the laſt day of 
account, and behold it all returning into 
your boſom with infinite increaſe. Obſerve 
the ſeeds of generoſity which ſeemed to be 
deſtroyed, ſpringing up into a glorious and 
plentiful harveſt, See your favours all abun- 
dantly repaid, by the approbation of the | 
Judge of quick and dead, 

If a cup of cold water given to a diſci- 
ple, ſhall be well pleafing to him, how 
much more acceptable muſt it be to teach 
the mouths of infants to liſp the praiſes of 
their Redeemer, to inſtil into them ſenti- 
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ments of truth and juſtice, and direct them 


in the paths of wiſdom and pleaſantneſs. 
Any ingenuous and ſincere mind will be 
thankful amidſt all its ſentiments of love, 
faith, and reſignation, that there is another 
way ſtill of ſhewing its zeal and affection 


to the cauſe of Chriſt: what expreſſions of 


gratitude can we utter, 2 to the value 
of that glory and immortality he has reveal - 


ed? What recompence ſhall we make the 


author of our faith, for his miniſtry, death, 
and triumph, and all that he has done to 
procure the ſalvation of a degenerate world? 
That unſpotted example, thoſe tender pro- 
miſes, thoſe inimitable laws of grace and 


truth, that noble fortitude, thoſe tranſcen- 


dent merits overwhelm us with admiration, 
We ſee all the patriots and friends of man- 
kind eclipſed by thoſe ſuperior ſervices ;- and 
to compleat all, when we are juſtly con- 
founded at the ſmall acknowledgments we 
are capable of making, he condeſcends to 
look upon the tribute of common humani- 
ty, due to our fellow creatures, as an ob- 
ligation which he will not forget. He 
makes our duty to each other the ſtandard 


of our regard to him, and accepts it as the 
ſincereſt 


£ 99 1 


fincereſt proof of friendſhip and obedience, 

It is now time for me to recommend 
that part of charity which falls under our 
preſent conſideration. The origin and de- 
ſign of which in a few words was this, 

In the threatning reign of the ſecond 
James, a politick jeſuit, full of the proſelyting 
ſpirit of his religion, opened his miſſion in one 
of the pooreſt parts of this city. The firſt 
ſtep he took, was the tempting propoſal of 
a free education to all children without di- 
ſtinction, and under the colour of this ge- 
neroſity, he obtained what he wiſhed, an 
opportunity of infecting the minds of youth 
with the principles of popery. In oppoſiti- 
on to this well concerted project, three pub- 
lick ſpirited gentlemen + thinking no pro- 
vince too low, in which they might diſtin- 
guiſh their zeal for truth and their country, 
erected a free-· ſchool without exception of 
perſons, to train up children in proteſtant 
ſentiments. This inſtitution from ſmall be- 
ginnings, has riſen to its preſent flouriſhing 
ſtate. Here the poor are taught the moſt 

uſeful branches of knowledge, and furniſhed 

C with 


+ Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr, Ferdinando Warner, Mr, 
_ Warburton. 


with books and all other neceſſaries, with- 
out any expence to their parents. The charge 
of this has been defrayed by the annual con- 
tributions of the well-diſpoſed, aſſiſted by 
the occaſional favours and donations of thoſe, 
who may incline to ſupport ſo excellent a 
deſign. And as the ſpirit of romaniſm is 
indefatigable in its attempts upon the com- 
mon people, I have the pleaſure of inform- 
ing you, that the original. deſign of this 
ſchool is ſtill faithfully attended to, and that 
the utmoſt care 1s taken to furniſh the mind 
with antidotes, to the poiſon of that inſinu- 
ating deluſion, At the ſame time avoiding 
the ſpirit of bigotry, and regarding chiefly 
thoſe doctrines, in which all nnn. are 
agreed. | 
Before I urge you to patronize this ſcheme 
I will make a few obſervations upon he na- 
ture and tendency of it. 

It is a pity the publick ſhould receive ſo 
little benefit from the many noble ſtructures, 
dedicated to the relief of miſery in theſe 
realms; but the reaſon is, they were either 
built to gratify the vanity of the founder, or 
to anſwer ſome other idle purpoſe. 


The 
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The only ſatisfaction we can deſirs for 
our contributions, is to be aſſured of the 
goodneſs of the deſign propoſed, and the 
faithful execution of it. As to the firſt, 
there cannot be a better end, than to reach 
out the means of knowledge and virtue to 
thoſe, who by cruel circumſtances, are de- 
prived of them. And as to the ſecond, it 
is committed to the management of thoſe, 
whoſe characters render them incapable of 
violating any truſt. 

This charity is not intended to pamper 
a ſet of lazy devotees in luxury, under the 
pretence of devotion and abſtinence from the 
world, it is not to maintain a race of ecele- 
ſiaſticks in learned floth, at the expence of 
the publick peace, it is not to train up 
orphans to genteel profeſſions, but to fur- 
niſh what the community wants, ſervants 
honeſt from principle, and diligent by ha- 
bit; to ſave the offspring of the needy 
from ignorance, from temptation, from in- 
famy, from a publick execution, and from 
eternal perdition. The method of effecting 
this, is by taking them at . that early ſeaſon 

of life, when they are moſt ductile, and 
initiating them in the firſt principles of re- 
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ligion and virtue. This is remedying the 
grand misfortunes of poverty, and putting 
it into their power to obtain the happineſs 
of this life, and that which is to come. 

The firſt ſtage of infancy in all mankind 
is the ſame, and no advantages diſtinguiſh 
the birth of the greateſt perſons. The poor 


naturally want neither powers of body nor 


mind, but being deſtitute of education and 
ſtrangers to good examples, they know no 
law, and therefore fear no puniſhment; they 
are trained up to no duties, and therefore 


feel no reſtraint. Sloth grows up with them, 


and vice 1s their firſt acquaintance, They 
ſpeak no language but oaths, and learn no 
accompliſhments but to ſteal. O Lord 
God! What enormous monſters do the chil- 
dren of men become, when their paſſions 
are let looſe upon them ; what venomous 
and deadly weeds ſpring up in the uncul- 
tivated mind! What a deluge of miſ- 
chiefs flow from the negle& of a good, 
and the influence of a wicked education ? 
From hence the retreats of ſhame are peo- 
pled, from hence the houſes of drunkenneſs 


- and miſchief are xgcruited, here we may 


date the birth of luſt, fraud, rapine, murther, 
| 0 This 


1 

This is the foundation of thoſe iniquities, 
which our laws cannot reſtrain, and which 
juſtice is weary with puniſhing. Now it is 
not the purpoſe of this charity to complain 
of thoſe evils, but to redreſs them; not to 
apply feeble remedies, but to ſtrike at the 
root of them, by extending the benefits of 
religious inſtruction to theſe regions of po- 
verty and darkneſs. And what can pro- 
miſe better, than to inſtil the fear of God 
into them, which will make them tremble 
at injuſtice and a lie, to oblige them to fre- 
quent places of worſhip, where they will be 
ſtruck with the moſt powerful of all victu- 
ous motives,. the belief of future happineſs 
and miſery. To. inſpire them with content= 
ment, which will keep them from envying 
and coveting the ſtations of their ſuperiors, 
or being indolent in their own; to inctruct 
them in the rudiments of chriſtianity, which 
will make them diligent in buſineſs, ſerving 
the Lord; to qualify them by uſeful accom- 
pliſhments, for creditable occupations, and 
thus to give them an honeſt ſcorn of living 
by the humanity of paſſengers, and an aver- 
ſion to the hidden works of darkneſs and 
diſhoneſty. 

Theſe 
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Theſe are the ſolid excellencies of a 
ſchool which 1 hope will never want friends, 
as long as truth and virtue are any * 
more than names. 
I beg pardon for being importunate, and 


I know it is cruelty to olicit a benevolent 


mind beyond its abilities. But when I ſee 
thoſe who are already loſt to this world, in 
danger of loſing the next, and never likely 
to know the influence of that chriſtianity, 
in the midſt of which they are born, I muſt 
feel ſomething for religion, as well as hu- 
manity, and I cannot help attempting to 
put you to ſome pain. I plead not for theſe, 
— I plead for Jeſus in whom you believe, 
and who will do unto you, as you do unto 


them. 
I urge you not for the ſake of the un- 


ſpeakable pleaſure you will give to many a 
diſtreſſed parent, or the vaſt ſervices you 
will do the publick, but for the genuine de- 
light, the great, the manly reflections with 
which you will gratify your own hearts. 
Be charitable, — to yourſelves, Adore the 
providence of God for an opportunity of 
ſpreading ſo much happineſs, and purcha- 


- fing ſo large a ſhare ot reputation and ſatis- 


faction, 


1 
faction, at the cheap price of your own ſu- 
perfluous abundance. All the elegancies of 
life, all the methods which luxury has in- 
vented, to ſquander an independent fortune, 
are mean and infamous when compared to 
this, nothing better than a proſtitution of 
the gifts of heaven. Can we remember our 
common original, and ever forgive ourſelves 
for ſuffering a pampered deſire, a ſelfiſh paſ- 
ſion, a piece of pride, to conſume that por- 
tion, which would have ſaved a ſoul from 
death, and a reaſonable creature from ruin? 
A reaſonable creature I ſay, — for ſure thoſe 
are reaſonable creatures amidſt all their 
wretchedneſs; though deſtitute of hope, 
they have the marks of divine workman- 
ſhip; though born to no inheritance, they 
have not loſt the image of their God. It is 
not yet too late to reſcue them from deſtruc- 
tion, but too ſoon it may, — temptations 
are beſetting them on all fides, infamy 
marks them for its own, luſt is impatient 
to ſacrifice them to its inſatiable appetite, 
and a multitude of paſſions are impatient to 
ſeize upon the helpleſs victims : interpoſe 
thou good Samaritan, interpoſe, bind up their 
wounds, 
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wounds, carry them to an inn, and put them 
in the road to preſent and eternal happineſs. 
But perhaps it will be ſaid, we are only 
training up members of a different commu- 
nion, eſtabliſhing the foundation of a party, 
and collecting out of the commonality, rein- 
forcements to ſupport a dying cauſe. And 
are theſe proſelytes then to be envied ? — 
But we diſclaim all ſuch ſiniſter motives, 
we have not ſo learned Chriſt, we have no 
intereſts but thoſe of human nature, we 
know no party but that of truth, and we 
want no followers but thoſe of virtue ; we 
are actuated by no bigotted ſelfiſh paſſions. 
No, — ſtand thou illuſtrious church, with 
length of days at thy right-hand, and at thy 
left-hand riches and honour ; but while we 
diſpute not thy precedence and dignity, we 
will conteſt with thee, the title of prote- 
ſtants and chriſtians ; we will vindicate our 
ſhare in the pledges of our maſters affec- 
tion ; and, relinquiſhing the lefſer merits of 
opinion, ſtrive for the noble prizes of inte- 
grity and benevolence. 
Allow me, my ſriends, to ſolicit your ge- 
neroſity on this occaſion, conſider the laſting 
benefits of this charity. There is no bounds. 
| to 
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to its extent, no limits to its uſefulneſs; you 
give the children of the poor. all the advan- 
tages of birth, without ſnatching them from 
their parents, or breaking the bonds of filial 
affection, the ſtrongeſt, the moſt amiable, 
the moſt tender; you convert the outcaſts 
of ſociety into ornaments; you inſpire thoſe 
principles which may advance in endleſs 
progreſſion, and be conveyed to their chil- 
dren and their children's children ; you may 
purſue in your own minds, the Jags con- 
ſequences through ſncceſſive periods to fu- 
ture generations. It gathers in its courſe. 
like a ſtream, and is continually increaſing ; 
it will bear fruit when you are no more; it 
will follow you to the grave, and be con- 
ſtantly adding to the recompence of your 
reward, till the reſurrection of the juſt. O 
| incomparable felicity | God has dealt boun- 
tifully with you. 

Ye who are maſters of Sn and have 
felt all the ſoft anxiety of parents, think on 
the agony thoſe muſt ſuſtain, who look up- 
on themſelves as the authors of all their 
children's misfortunes, only for having 
brought them into being, — Spare a ſmall 
1 of that ſubſtance, which you are lay- 

D ing 
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ing up with ſo frugal a hand, and think it 
no robbery of your poſterity to alienate a 


little of their inheritance, to ſecure the proſ- 


perity of the reſt. 


Ye who have not entered into theſe en- 


dearing relations, imagine you ſee thoſe di- 
ſtreſſed objects, imploring your pity in the 
eloquent language of infancy, Adopt them 
into your family, and by exercifing a pa- 
rental affection without its weakneſs, give 


them ſomething better than life, — the means 


of making it comfortable and happy. Where 
can you better beſtow the fruits of your la- 


bours, than by enriching the publick, and 


laying obligations on a whole community. 
Ye who have made a confiderable pro- 
greſs in life, and have met with a proſperous 
paſſage, remember thoſe who are juſt ſet- 
ting out upon this dangerous journey, with- 
out friends, without fortune, without edu- 
cation; the world is all before them, but 
they have no place of reſt in it; parents they 
have, but they can give them nothing but 
their tears; relations they have, but who 
knocks at the door of poverty? Who ever 
paid his court to misfortune, or claimed ac- 
quaintance with the fatherleſs ? 


Ye 


"| 
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Ye who never knew the miſeries of life 
but in deſcription, who are ſatiated with 
the good things of this world, and are rang- 
ing from object to object for ſome new en- 
tertainment, come, try if amidſt all your 
pleaſures you ever found one ſo tranſporting 
to the heart, ſo grateful to every ſenſe, ſo 
delicious to the whole ſoul, as benevolence. 
There is not in nature a ſound ſo ſweet, 
as the voice of ſorrow turned into gladneſs, 
nor a ſight ſo noble, as a train of objects re- 
| deemed from miſery and fin. | 

To whom ſhall I addreſs myſelf beſide ? 
The voice of nature directs me to you, ye 
delicate and charitable ſex, as endued with 
the ſofteſt paſſions, and amiably turned to 
all the offices of tenderneſs. 

Diſtreſs naturally flies to you for protecti- | 
on, and finds in your boſom a friend always 
warm, and when it is recommended by ſim- 
plicity and youth, it can never fail of your 
pity. Remember, that compaſſion is the 
arnament of beauty, for it was the robe in 
which your Saviour was arrayed ; would you 
procure fincere applauſe, and inviolable e- 
ſteem, let charity, goodneſs, and grace adorn 


all your actions, = ps 
| Ds  - To 


ta} 


To add only one motive more. It is 


wiſe and prudent to lay up ſomething a- 


gainſt the time to come. Remember the 
accidents of life, conſider the misfortunes to 
which you are expoſed, and provide againſt 
the viciſſitude of all mortal things. You 
have entered upon another year, — per- 
haps, before you have made an eſtimate of 


the laſt; you have counted your ſucceſs, but 


not your loſs; you are fluſhed with hope, 
and impatient for new enterprizes and ad- 


ventures; and may no accident croſs your 


| honeſt purpoſe, may no calamity deſtroy 


your ſubſtance, may no diſeaſe ſmite your | 
firſt-born ; but one event is inevitably cer- 
tain, whether it will happen to-day or to- 
morrow, I know not: death will deſtroy 
your uſefulneſs, and ſnatch from you the 
power of doing good. O fave ſomething 
from the common wreck, ſecure ſome con- 
ſolation againſt the day of trouble, Let not 
your poſſeſſions utterly periſh with you, but 
carry as much of them as you can into eter- 
nity. Conſecrate a ſmall remnant to virtue, 
before it take wings and fly away. Throw | 
ſome tribute into the treaſury of God. If 


you cannot ſpare a talent, give a mite: if 


you 


„ 
you cannot root miſery out of the world, 
at leaſt do ſomething, to ſtop its ravages 
among mankind. To conclude. Put on cha- 
rity, and it ſhall fight for you, as with a 
ſtrong arm, and a mighty ſpear ; in tht day 
of your affliction it ſhall be remembered. It 
ſhall ſtand by you on the bed of death, and 
adminiſter comfort, when the companions 
of your pleaſure and your proſperity are fled. 
When the profuſions of the wicked ſhall 
riſe up in judgment againſt them, your 
bounty ſhall be an evidence for you at the 
judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, and applaud you 
before angels and men. In.a word, God 
do ſo to you, and infinitely more than you 
do to thoſe chit Amen, 
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